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The Senator from Illinois scoffed at 

ANWR, saying it is only 3 percent of 
the world’s supply. Do you realize how 
much that it is? That is huge. That is 
as much oil as Iraq produced. 

Had President Clinton not vetoed the 
exploration in ANWR 10 years ago, that 
oil would now be flowing today. The 
Senator says it will take 10 years. Yes. 
Before you can complete your journey, 
you have to establish the first step. 
That is what we have to do here. Had 
we done that 10 years ago, that oil 
would be flowing today. 

By the way, to characterize it as a 
wilderness area is a misrepresentation 
because as we should realize, this is an 
area expressly set aside for oil explo-
ration by the Congress. It is not going 
into a wilderness area and cutting it 
out and then exploring in an area that 
was set aside for wilderness. 

There are other increases in produc-
tivity in addition to ANWR. Increasing 
our deepwater production 100 miles off-
shore is virtually safe. Clearly we can 
eliminate restrictions on the 100-mile 
limit for deepwater drilling offshore. 
We could, if we wanted to, stop buying 
temporarily in this market today for 
the SPR, the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve. We could suspend the boutique 
fuel blends and reduce the ethanol 
mandate. 

Those are short-term things that 
could be done. But again for the longer 
term, if you want to bring in more eth-
anol, eliminate or reduce the tariff on 
Brazilian ethanol; if you want to have 
more production, look at deepwater 
drilling and ANWR. Those are ways to 
actually add crude oil and, therefore, 
fuel to the equation rather than these 
ideas of not adding any oil whatsoever 
but simply make a political point. 

The point was made that profits of 
the oil companies are up. As has been 
indicated, those profits are now being 
plowed back into production and to re-
finery capacity which is going to help 
us reduce the cost. 

The Senator from Illinois said it is 
strange indeed that prices go up all 
over town when they go up. It is not 
strange at all. You don’t have to have 
collusion between the oil companies for 
that phenomenon to be reflected be-
cause of the fact that the crude oil 
prices are the same for everyone. So if 
everybody’s baseline price goes up, ev-
erybody is going to be raising the cost 
of gasoline at the fuel pump. The idea 
that there must be collusion or at least 
the inference there must be collusion, 
remember that the Government has 
been investigating this for years and, 
to my knowledge, has never found any 
evidence of collusion. As the President 
said, we will keep on looking for it. If 
we find it, obviously those people will 
not go unpunished. 

Let us not try to point a finger of 
blame in an area where we know we are 
coming up with a dry hole. That isn’t 
going to add anything to the produc-
tion of crude oil and, therefore, do any-
thing to increase the supply and, there-
fore, reduce the cost. 

The bottom line is this: There are a 
of lot ideas about how to deal with the 
short-term cost of energy. Some of 
them are good. There are ways to in-
crease the long-term supply and thus 
deal with the long-term cost. But until 
we are serious about the economics of 
the issue, rather than simply trying to 
come up with a bumper sticker solu-
tion, we are never going to be able to 
eliminate the cost to consumers. And 
that, after all, ought to be our primary 
responsibility. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia. 

f 

IRAQ 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, last 
evening, as most of us had departed 
with the understanding that the floor 
was about to close, our colleague from 
Illinois, Senator DURBIN, the distin-
guished whip of the Democratic Party, 
came over and proceeded to give what 
I felt was a very strong critique of all 
of those things in Iraq which in his 
judgment and, to some extent, the 
judgment of others sharing it went 
wrong. There was little or no reference 
to what went right and the progress 
that has been made in Iraq. 

He concluded again with his own per-
sonal views with regard to Secretary 
Rumsfeld and what should be done with 
respect to his services in the future. 

It is interesting. Yesterday, Senator 
BIDEN also spoke out with regard to his 
concept of this very difficult dilemma, 
facing not only the Iraqis but all those 
nations working to help the Iraqis form 
their government, as to how certain 
modifications should be taken with re-
gard to the new government, namely 
three secretaries having their own say 
in this matter with an overall arching 
government on top. Senator BIDEN’s 
commentary, in my judgment, was con-
structive, and was maybe a little too 
late to back up from where we are at 
this moment. But it was nevertheless a 
positive contribution to the debate and 
constructive, in sharp contrast to the 
comments of Senator DURBIN. 

A lot of things have gone right in 
Iraq, not the least of which is the free-
dom of elections, the formation of a 
new government, the difficult process 
that their political structure went 
through in selecting a new prime min-
ister, and making the commitments by 
that newly selected prime minister to 
finish within this month of May the ap-
pointments necessary to have a govern-
ment in place and one that hopefully 
will work to establish and take upon 
itself the responsibility of full sov-
ereignty of that nation. This was a ray 
of optimism, in my judgment, a ray of 
hope. 

If there were any time in the entire 
history of this Iraqi confrontation situ-
ation and the Iraqi war when the new 
leaders of Iraq need support, it is now. 
I daresay the constructive criticism of 
many—I led a codel with Senator LEVIN 
a few weeks ago, and other codels have 
gone through. The Secretaries of State 

and Defense have been through. Am-
bassador Khalilzad has done a remark-
able job in encouraging the Iraqi lead-
ership to move forward with this new 
government. That has been done. 

Now is not the time to stop all the 
constructive debate but to stop those 
remarks and debate which can be pull-
ing back from the gains we have made, 
showing less than full support to the 
Iraqi people for their courage and their 
new government. 

I have studied each of the generals 
individually. On the whole, I personally 
believe it was a constructive contribu-
tion to the debate. Others may differ. 
Somehow, I believe throughout our his-
tory our senior uniformed officers— 
and, indeed, others, including enlisted 
men—have come forward at times to 
provide their own perspectives which 
are contrary to the policymakers in 
charge of that period of history. 

I commend all who are participating 
in the constructive debate. It should go 
forward at this time. This Nation is at 
war. At the very minute we are privi-
leged to be in the Senate exercising 
freedom of speech and debate, young 
men and women in our Armed Forces 
are in harm’s way, subjecting them-
selves to life at risk and, indeed, giving 
their lives and limbs. We must be ever 
mindful of the suffering of their fami-
lies. 

Now is the time to show our strong-
est resolve in Iraq. The President has 
made a decision as to the leadership he 
desires, including Secretary Rumsfeld. 
He has that right as Commander in 
Chief under the Constitution. He has 
exercised that unequivocally and stat-
ed his views. It is now a matter for all 
to respect that judgment of the Presi-
dent and move forward. 

I personally have worked with many 
Secretaries of Defense; three I served 
under in the Department of Defense. 
Every one in the last 30-plus years I 
have worked with—except one, coinci-
dentally; when Secretary Rumsfeld was 
Secretary of Defense I was taking 2 
years of my life preparing to try and 
get elected to the Senate, so with that 
one hiatus I have worked with them 
all, I have established a satisfactory, 
hard-working relationship with Sec-
retary Rumsfeld. 

Our committee is now in the midst of 
its markup and prepared to bring to 
the Senate its annual authorization 
bill. This is the most intense work pe-
riod between our committee and the 
Department of Defense. 

I conclude by saying think first of 
our troops and their sacrifices that 
they have made, the risk they face 
each day, and our goals to try and sup-
port the formation of some type of 
democratic government of the choosing 
of the Iraqi people and their leadership. 
Progress is being made every day now. 
Now is the time to stand steadfast in 
our support of our troops, the coalition 
forces, the Iraqi elected leaders, and 
the people. 

I yield the floor and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 
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